
 

TRAPPER DAYS  
2011                              

September 9th 
Historic Fort Grand Opening 

Fireworks at Sundown 
 

September 10th 
Pancake Breakfast 

7:00 a.m. @ Fire Station 
 

Parade 

"Settler's Heritage" 

10:00 p.m. 
 

September 9th and 10th 
Food, games, music and booths 

at  

Fort Lupton Recreation Center 
 

Trapper Days Rendezvous 
 

Tours and Activities at the 

Historic Fort and Park 
 

 

 

South Platte Valley Historical Society 
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You are Cordially 
Invited 

to the  
Historic Fort Grand Opening  

 
September 9th, 2011 

starting at 5:15 p.m. 
 

Join us as we  

Celebrate History 

and the  

"Building of the Fort" 

 
Invited Speakers 

Governor John Hickenlooper 

US Congressman Cory Gardner 

State Representative Jerry Sonnenberg 

Weld County Commissioner Barbara Kirkmeyer 

Weld County Commissioner Sean Conway 

Mayor of Fort Lupton Tommy Holton 

 

"Rebuilding the Past - For the Future" 
 

      CELEBRATE 

 
Sponsors: Anadarko Petroleum Corporation: Felsburg, Holt and Ullevig; Weld County "150th" Committee 

 

 

 

 



Memorial for Chuck Rankin: 

Penny Rankin donated River Rock for the fire 

place in the Rendezvous Room 

 

Memorials for Bill Horne: 

June Dailey  Broomfield, CO 

Wanda Stockwell  Colorado Springs,CO 

Charles A. Horne, Jr. and Family 

Everett and Grace Sauer, Grand Junction, CO 

Patricia Horne (wife) CA 

Jim and Kay Penfold  Greeley, CO 

  

Memorial for Anthony (Tony) Richter 

Betty and F.G.Ottesen  Greeley, CO 

Helen M. Nelson  Fort Lupton, CO 

 
Memorial to Lillian Ogilvie and Linda Ogilvie 

of Fort Lupton: 

An old fashion clothes line is being constructed on 

the east side of the Donelson House. The Ogilvie 

Family  are pioneers of the 1800ôs; several 

generations  continue to live in the Ft Lupton area. 

. 

 

Presidents Corner -Earl Harris 
 

Well folks, our grand opening is upon us! Are we ready? You 
betcha!! There may be just a few things that we will run out 
of time on, but we are ready to show the world what we 
have created to bring the "past to the future." This is not just 
an opening for the Fort, it is a grand opening for our 
Historical Park.   
 
In the early years we dreamed of an 1836 Fort, but as often 
happens, the vision changed.  We embraced the concept of 
creating an "historical park" and we now have the 1860s and 
1870s eras represented.  Who's to say what other periods of 
history we, as a Society might add down the road. Is this 
bad? Not at all. The Park is bringing history alive to the 
people of today, especially our youth. Even before officially 
opening our doors to the public, we've had many, many 
visitors (even some from other countries) come to visit us. 
Just wait until the word really gets out!!  As members, you 
are an integral part of this historical journey. Even though 
the Fort may be nearing completion we still need 
volunteers to keep things running. If you haven't yet jumped 
on board, please do so and take a ride into history. If you 
are one of our out-of-state members or live at a great 
distance, tell your relatives, friends and neighbors about the 
Fort.  Tell them we're "open for business." 

Plan a trip some time and visit YOUR Historic Park. 
"Discover Fort Lupton" 

 

 
 

We have the following  
new members: 

 
Carrie Duits, Brighton, CO 
Jed Cottingham, Arvada, CO 

Courtney Hallman, Denver, CO  
John Reina, Federal Heights, CO 
Ed Duncan, Colorado Springs, CO 
Mark Payler, Fort Lupton, CO 
Jim Barrington, Windsor, CO 
Dolores Walter, Dacono, CO 
Bernie Kendall, Greeley, CO 
Wally Dyer, Hudson, CO 

 

 

Deceased Members   
Bill Horne (graduated from Fort Lupton) 

Tony Richter  (Fort Lupton--Class of 

1949) 

Esther McCrumb  (Charter-Lifetime)  

Fort Lupton, CO 

     

The Society is creating a 100-acre History Park dedicated to 

education, historic interpretation and bolstering the local economy.  

Membership is easy - just send us a check with your name, address 

& email address. We'll send you your membership card! 

$20 Senior    $25 Individual    $30 Family 
South Platte Valley Historical Society   c/o Neena Hagens 

PO Box 633  Fort Lupton, Co 80621 
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                      Historic Fort 

We are getting soooo close....but we still need your help! 
Donations to finish the Fort can be sent to: 

South Platte Valley Historical Society 

PO Box 633  Fort Lupton, CO  80621 

 

Fort Report - John Everson 

    If you stand in the center of the courtyard and 

look around, it appears the fort is nearly 

complete.  Weôve had an amazing three 

months!   

    We have two beautiful gated entrances so the 

fort can now be secured Both were made from 

huge logs sawed into three inch planks by Bill 

Taylor, using a portable band saw entrusted to 

us by Mike Stonehocker.  The doors weigh 500 

pounds each, quite a load for the hand forged 

hinges made by Earl Harris and John Keeling. 

     The ñWisconsin Boys,ò Wally Thom and 

Ted Curtis, again gave up their vacation to help 

build the fort.  As usual, their June ñWork 

Weekò equaled much progress.  They started 

work on the modern kitchen, installing 

insulation, lath and plywood. The roof above 

the kitchen is now waterproofed, so the walls 

and floor have been painted, appliances and 

sink installed and cabinets are waiting final 

positioning. 

     The modern kitchen leads directly into the 

Rendezvous Room, where many improvements 

have been made.  Lloyd, Larry and Ron 

Thiesen sculptured a buff flagstone hearth 

around the huge fireplace and built shelves on 

each side.  Bill McCartney, Mike Lafoe and 

Aaron Blood have been keeping ahead of our 

electrical needs.  LED lighting has been 

installed with switches at both the east and west 

entrances to the room.  The lighting effect sets 

the mood for that entire space. The seemingly 

never ending job of completing the ceiling with 

latias is ongoing. We have essentially two 

sections, out of 10, to complete. Sounds like a 

piece of cake but will still require peeling and 

placing about three hundred more logs.   

     Another unique roomðthe upper level of 

the tower, is complete with the laying of rough 

sawn floor boards.  This was done by several 

volunteers, including Bill Carpenter and some 

who came from Minnesota.     
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the last few months several great projects have gotten underway.  

With the help of the Weld County Youth Conservation Corp and the 

AmeriCorp  the trees and shrubs planted for Arbor Day are doing 

well.  The kids have been out this summer at least three times a week 

helping water and other projects, keeping up with weeding, mowing 

and grooming over our upper and lower grounds.  Additionally, the 

new fences along WCR 14 ½ have been started.  We are putting wood 

posts in and when finished it will be four rails high.  There are a lot of 

poles to peel to finish Phase One of this project of the Youth Crop. 

I also planted peach and apple trees in memory of individuals.  We 

have had several trees donated by members.  There are several places 

left for more trees, just get with me and I can tell you the types of 

trees permitted to be planted in the Historic Park. 

Also, if you are a bird or animal or plant lover, we have a large mind-

blowing variety to look at and to identify.  I have a vision to turn the 

grounds into the best park around with the help of our members 

 - Jim Talbert, Park Manager 

 

 

Celebrating 175 years 

 



   

Tea at the Donelson House 
Thank you to Rhinda Peterson and  Betty North for the donation of 

food to the Donelson House: we appreciate your help!  At our last 

tea, on August 6
th

 Jennifer Norby, Jan Brown, Janet Folden all 

contributed their talents in cooking, sewing, favors, table decorations 

and helping with set up of tables and chairs.  It takes many hands to 

put on a tea.  Marlene Steiber and I could not do this without these 

women.  We also need to put out a plea for a few younger women.  

Since we do not have running water and no hot water, all the dishes 

have to be taken home to our dish washers.  They are heavy and by 

the time we are ready to go home ñwe are tiredò. 

Think about how you can contribute to this fund raiser.  All the 

money we make goes back into the house for maintenance.  The 

outside of the house was just painted.  The inside needs it badly.  

Come join our team.  

 ñMany hands make the work light ñ  -Genevieve LeBlanc 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
we thank you for everything you do.  - Marlene Stieber and Genevieve 

LeBlanc.   
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VOLUNTEER  

Tea Schedule 

October 15th 
December 17th 

 

All teas start at 2:00 p.m. 

unless otherwise stated.  

Cost of a tea is $15.00 per 

person.  Minimum of 20 

guests and maximum of 

24.   Private teas may be 

scheduled by calling:  
Marlene 303-857-2337 or  

Genevieve at 303-857-2756. 

 

Volunteers Needed 
 

With the Fort nearing completion we are in need of more 

volunteers! There are lots of opportunities! 

¶ Assistance at the Visitor Center so the hours and 

days can be extended   

¶ We need docents for tours.  

¶ Food servers; food preparation; assistance with 

set-up or clean-up of special events.  

 

Volunteers are needed  to help with cooking on 

Wednesdays and Saturdays for the work crews.   You 

wouldn't need to do the  total meal, maybe dessert or 

some part of  the meal.   

 

We would love to hear from you- 

Call either Marlene Steiber 303-857-2337  or 

John Everson 303-655-1876 

~ Volunteers do not necessarily have the time; 
                                             they just have the heart. ~ 

 

The school children will be at the 

Historic Park on Sept. 9
th

.  We need 

help as guides and serving the children 

lemonade and cookies after their tours 

at the Trapperôs Village, Fort, Donelson 

House, and Independence School.  
- call Genevieve 303-857-2756 

Historical Society membership meeting & potluck  Monday  October 3, 6:30 p.m. at the Fort 

"Ghost Towns of the Rockies" 



                                                          

      

 

 

Founding Member  

Esther McCrumb 

who served on the Board and as Executive 

Director, died June 1 at her home. She was 82. 
She and her late husband, Richard were 

part of the group that founded the South 

Platte Valley Historical Society. They 

were lifetime and charter members. 

    ñShe was very instrumental in getting 

the group started,ò Genevieve LeBlanc 

said. ñThat is a great legacy to her.ò 

Everything she did was with full force. 

She had a strong belief about what she did, 

particularly with kids and education and 

the community. Esther was a visionary and 

had a passion for our community and the 

South Platte Valley Historical Society.  

She will be missed. 

 
    Memorials for Esther McCrumb: 

    Marlene Stieber  Fort Lupton, CO 

    Genevieve LeBlanc  Fort Lupton, CO 

    Evelyn Van Buskirk  For Lupton, CO 

    Susan and Joseph Kauffman  Thornton, CO 

    Peggy and Gene Reynolds  Fort Lupton, CO 

    Ann Pepmeyer  Fort Lupton, CO 

    Joyce Johnson  Windsor, CO 

    Sandra Neb  Fort Lupton, CO 

    Lela Rowley  Olean, NY 

 

 

Independence School 

Marilyn Carpenter 

  

     The 2011 Independence School sessions were a success 

and children had a great time experiencing life in 1880. 

This summer we offered three 2-day sessions which 

included Colorado history lessons, a spelling bee, 

memorizing poems from the McGuffey Reader, and 

learning games and songs from that time period.  

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The students also visited Fort Lupton and made butter to 

put on freshly baked biscuits. They toured the fort and 

watched the blacksmith and carpenter work on projects.  

A big thanks to committee members Penny Rankin, 

Laurie and Earl Harris for helping with these sessions! 

     We are in the process of acquiring more McGuffey 

Readers and purchasing a native American teepee with 

the grant money awarded by The Community Foundation 

Littler Youth Fund. The committee is discussing the best 

way to incorporate the life of American Indians into next 

yearôs curriculum. 

      We will also continue to enlarge the choice of clothing 

available for children who take part in our summer 

sessions. We especially need 1880ôs style small girlôs 

skirts/dresses and bonnets, and young boyôs vests.  

 

Esther in front of the  Schoolhouse 
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Experience History coming to Life 

South Platte Valley Historical Society 

P. O. Box 633 
 Fort Lupton, CO 80621 

 

Address Service Requested 

 

WWW.SPVHS.ORG 

 

DONATIONS 

Donations  
Bill McCartney  Fort Lupton, CO 2 antique 

lanterns  

Bill Taylor  Fort Lupton, work at the Fort. 

Color Star  Fort Lupton, CO  garden donation 

Gilcrest Town Board  Gilcrest, CO --rip-rap  

Wayne Rogers  Golden, CO use of equipment 

Robert Harder  wood slats  

Bill Suhr   slats for the rendezvous area 

DebraRay Thompson, Fort Lupton, CO quilt 

squares  

Francis X Smith Denver, CO 1 Pallet of 

Quikrete  

Anders Farm  Fort Lupton, CO  fresh vegetables  

Earl Harris  Fort Lupton, CO --misc wood 

working  

Tony Thom  Arvada, CO  antique Pelough 

Family Scale  
 

Donations of $25.00 to $7000.00 

Sharon and Ron Schuyler  Fort Lupton, CO   

Janet and Chuck Folden  Boulder, CO   

Charles Anderson  Arvada, CO   

Doug Massey  Fort Lupton,  

James Howard  Denver, CO   

Rosie Weir  Riverside, CA  

Willard Chilcott  Santa Fe, New Mexico 

Al Gilbert  Lakewood, CO  

Christine Mara  Chula Vista, CA   

 Shirley and Frank Stekel  Fort Atkinson, WI  

 

Special "Thank you"  to 

Anadarko Petroleum Corporation 

for their generous donation of $7,000 

to the Historic Fort Grand Opening 
 


