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On Sept. 9th when the South Platte Valley
Historical Society officially opened the
reconstructed historic Fort Lupton you could feel
the ground rumble as the past came alive with
fireworks, the roar of a cannon and the smell of
black powder smoke.

As a prelude to the fireworks, just after sunset
the upper wall walk on the fort was lined with 20
or more re-enactors, with black powder guns, who

fired a salute in sequence around the fort wall.

The “Wall Salute” included the firing of a

ceremonial cannon from atop the turret.

The salute honored the challenges, courage,
victories and heartaches of those who believed no
sacrifice was too great for the cause of freedom.

The vision of the salute will last forever in the
minds of all who saw it.  As the evening’s events
unfolded, folks attending the opening couldn't
resist the temptation to tap their feet to the lively
sounds of the music of the 1st Colorado
Volunteers Pipe Band, a musical ensemble of
pipers and drummers. Dedicated re-enactors from
across Colorado brought their passion for
historical accuracy to the portrayal of military and
civilian life throughout American history. As
many as 70 camps, including traders and sutlers
were in attendance, with singing and storytelling

going long into the night. Women, colonials
and natives were as welcome as
mountain men and fur traders.
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TWENTY-THREE YEARS IN THE MAKING:
HISTORIC FORT RETURNS
By Rosalie Everson
In the early part of the 1800’s, fur trader Lt. Lancaster Lupton
and his crew planned and built Fort Lancaster, a frontier
trading post, in less than 24 months.

Recreating his 1836 adobe fort has taken 23 years.

Building the fort was the motivation behind the formation
of the South Platte Valley Historical Society, founded in 1988.
Working against the clock with limited resources, SPVHS
members eventually raised the funds to purchase the original
fort site, hitting their goal seven years too late to save the final
wall from demolition by workers erecting gas and oil rigs on
the location. By then, only a single wagonload of the original
adobe bricks remained, stored under a tarp in the public works
shop in Fort Lupton, namesake of the original fort builder.

Restoration of a pair of mid-1800’s buildings, a one room
school and the Donelson farmhouse diverted the group’s focus
until SPVHS member Arnie Hubert, a retired transplant fresh
to Fort Lupton, took the reins. Lacking funds to complete the
work, but aware confidence in the project was fading, the
SPVHS broke ground for the new fort just a few yards south
of the original, Oct. 23, 2004.

Based on ease of construction, authentic appearance and
maintainability, Hubert and the society opted for stucco versus
adobe in the fort’s construction, The configuration, 40 X 60
paces (128 X 150 feet) would mirror the original, and it was to
be a living history fort, as authentic possible, and built without
government funding.

Six years, 23,000 volunteer hours and $220,000 later, the
fort is nearly complete. Donations held costs to roughly half of
original estimates while holding to the original promise of the
100% privately funded historical park.
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Presidents Corner -Earl Harris

How time does fly!! When I last wrote to you, we were
getting ready for the Grand Opening of the Fort (which is
now history) and now, the Fort, Independence School, and
the Donelson House are wrapped in a blanket of
snow...beautiful!

Our Grand Opening of the Fort was a HUGE success! And
for those of you who didn't make it, let's just say it couldn't
have been any grander. The Fort was decked out in its best
for all our participating dignitaries and visitors alike, and
filled to capacity with folks for the opening ceremony! A
wonderful BBQ dinner was served by Haliburton to one and
all. Many of us saw and visited with friends and
acquaintances we hadn't seen for years. The evening
ended with a gun salute followed by a fantastic fireworks

ti
Hi All,

Turkey Basters was a success; good food and great friends
made it work out. This year | moved the event to Sunday,
thinking about the weather and access to the Rendezvous
Room; both were in our favor Sunday.

My day started out with some good friends and family, all
working together to get ready for a Thanksgiving feast. We
started setting up early; there was a lot to do. Preparing
turkeys, stocking fire wood for the big fireplace, cleaning, and
setting up tables and chairs; we all worked together well.
Tables were decorated with pumpkins, gourds, and Indian
corn grown in the garden this year.

Folks started showing up about 1: 00 pm; good conversation
followed. About 2:45 all the food was laid out on the serving
tables and we said a prayer. Then, as we always do, ladies
and children first; men followed. All of us found a cozy chair

at the log tables around the fireplace. Joanie Morris
entertained us playing her guitar and singing old familiar
songs as we enjoyed our time together after dinner. The
food was wonderful, good conversation, great friends.

Your Captain,
Tony Thom

y

A special thanks is in order to Barb Kirkmeyer

for ram-rodding the whole affair...

thank you Barb for all of your hard work!

Though the Fort is almost complete, there is still
work that needs done. We will continue to gather
to work on Wednesdays and Saturdays;

all are welcome to come on out and help.
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The Historic Park is a great place
to be any season of the year!

Treasurerd Reporti Marlene Stieber

This has been a very busy year and the month of
September, especially, busy. The Dedication
combined with Trapper Days proved very
beneficial. Sales of posters, stationary, etc and
food at the fort brought in roughly $3,200. The
pancake breakfast made a profit of $2,276.58. A
little over $4,000 has been donated to the
Memorial for Nancy Penfold. These donations are
reserved for signage at the request of her family.
Not listed individually, there were over 150
people making donations. Please know all of you
are greatly appreciated. The Four Forts Tour
made us a profit of $263.23- easiest money we
made all year. The balance of the profits were split
between Fort Vasquez, Platteville Historical
Society & us. We are grateful for the continued
donations for the fort - there is still lots to do,
many thanks!
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Memorials for Esther McCrumb,
Ruth Massey and Nancy Penfold:
Ella Heitman Platteville, CO
Memorial for Anna Mae Sickler:
Bob Warner
Deceased Charter Members

Laurence Hause Boulder, CO
Nancy Penfold Fort Lupton, CO
\ Anna Mae Sickler Ft Lunton. CO
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Fort Report- John Everson
aA em for Weld

was the description from dignitaries who made
presentations at our September ninth grand
opening. Even though the fort wasn’t totally
complete, it appeared complete to the
thousands of visitors who attended the grand
opening and Trapper Days events.

The south gate to the Indian trading room
has been hung with hand forged hinges and
hardware crafted by Earl Harris. The east gate
to the Rendezvous Room now secures the
entire fort. This was challenging because it had
to be air tight while allowing egress into and
out of the room. Our invaluable engineer Bill
Taylor figured it out and with the help of our
wonderful craftsmen made it happen. The west
entrance to the Rendezvous Room is up, so the
room is enclosed. This gate has a double
pedestrian door five feet wide and eighty inches
tall incorporated into it. All exterior gates have
been sealed with a clear sealer that brings out
the beauty of the lumber yet preserves it for
five years. Chinking was used to make the
doors air tight to help manage the environment
inside the room. The interior sides of the gates
were sealed with a fifty/fifty mixture of boiled
linseed oil and turpentine (a recipe from Larry
Thiesen).

Bill McCartney and Aaron Blood, our
electricians, have been keeping ahead of our
electrical needs. LED lighting has been
installed with switches at both east and west
entrances of the Rendezvous Room. The
lighting effect sets the exact mood for the
room. The fireplace in the Rendezvous Room
was fired up for the first time by Lloyd, Larry,
and Ron Thiesen at a christening party
acknowledging the dedication of the Thiesen
Boys, our volunteers and the SPVHS board
members. Jim Talbert cooked a five star feast
of buffalo tenderloin steaks, and the fixins'.

Fort report continued.. The Upper level of the tower has been laid
with rough sawn lumber. This was done by several volunteers,
including some that came from Minnesota.

An appreciated push by Tom Fletcher, the Weld County Youth
Corp, and many more volunteers helped us get over the top. Over
the top refers to peeling the one thousand six hundred fifty latias the
now form the ceiling to the Rendezvous Room.

The modern kitchen is complete and operational. A nine foot
stainless steel three compartment sink and hand wash sink were
installed. Ice is made on site with our shiny ice machine. Beautiful,
functional counters and cabinets line the south and east walls of the
kitchen and are stocked with cooking utensils which were donated
by so many generous members. A double oven, cook top range,
microwave oven, and coffee maker will bring flexibility to the
kitchen. Stainless steel counter tops donated by Ken Thiesen and
Nationwide Fabrication, and installed by Harley Anderson help
make our Kkitchen shine with cleanliness. Ken Thiesen and
Nationwide Fabrication also donated a portable stainless steel work
table and a three tray warming oven which Harley Anderson
converted to a portable cabinet that can be used to keep entrees
warm and available for the buffet line in the Rendezvous Room.

Marlene Stieber, Michelle Page and other wonderful ladies
provided food and fellowship. It is all GOOD!
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~ Volunteers do not necessarily have the time;
they just have the heart. ~

Tea at the Donelson House

Thank you to Gwen Ceretto for responding to my plea for volunteers, in the
Te£Ch6dU|e August newsletter, to assist with the School tours on September 9, 2011.
Thank you to Wendy Sarazen for her help. Other members who
March 17, 2012 volunteered to help with 350 elementary school children were Donna

May 19, 2012 Davis, Donna Bear. Janet Folden. Cinder, Barbara Duncan, Inez Sawdy,
October 20, 2012 Doris Sawdy, Charles and Myrta Anderson, Penny Rankin, Trudy Wise,
and Gina Patterson serving as guides. Bernie Kendall and Otto Ota

All teas start at 2:00 p.m. presented educational Mountain Men demonstrations in the Trappers
unless otherwise stated. Village. Other trappers camping shared their knowledge with the students,
Cost of a tea is $15.00 per teachers and families. We appreciate everyone’s skills.
person. Minimum of 20 Barbara Duncan and I, (co-coordinators for the school tours) appreciate
guests and maximum of all the SPVHS members who were stationed inside the Fort to give the
24. Private teas may be students historical information, Marilyn Carpenter in the Independence

scheduled by calling: School and the staff at the Visitor Centers.. Every one helped make the day
Marlene 303-857-2337 or sUeezss Ul Vel

Genevieve at 303-857-2756. AMany hands mak é&eneheedeBlane k | i ¢

Mark your Calendar

The next Membership Meeting will be
the First Monday in March 2012

SPVHS Annual Meeting
February 20, 2012

Be the first to get your newsletter
And in COLOR

Send an email to:
bkirkmeyer@aol.com

Always something happening at the Donelson House.! In the near future we will be painting the
inside of the house. Those loving to paint please call Marlene or Genevieve




Christmas Festival
At the Historic Fort

(Approximately ¥2 mile west of Highway 85 on County Road 14 %)

December 3, 2011
4:00 to 8:00pm

Each December
the South Platte Valley Historical Society
transforms the Historic Fort into a bustling Christmas scene reminiscen

of Christmas of long ago.

~—

Christmas music and Caroling
Activities for the kids
Enjoy a cup of Wassall

Period Dress Suggested

——

* FREE ADMISSION *
DONATIONS ACCEPTED

Come visit with
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Donations of $30.00 to $15,000.00 Donations for the Donelson House

Larry and Pam Lienweber Fort Lupton Special “thanks™ to Nancy Penfold estate: numerous items such

Nancy Cummings Fort Lupton Chesapeake Operating, Inc. as dresser scarves, cuff links, dishes, pear

Diana and Gilbert Evans Fort Lupton Oklahoma, OK  ~  knife, sewing items --needles, scissors,

Drew and Ann Coombs Loveland, co  for their generous donation - darning eggs, curling iron and more

Class of 1951: of $15,000 Betty Smith: cups, saucers, vases, glasses.

Charles Anderson; Genevieve LeBlanc; Rhinda Peterson Keensburg, CO

Helen Reasoner ;Manuel Aerts; and Scones for the teas

George Knox Jennifer Norby Fort Lupton, CO
Donations to the Fort Sandwiches and dessert for teas

Nationwide Fabrication Inc. Northglenn, CO Sue Hubert Fort Lupton, CO fudge

Twenty one feet of stainless steel counter tops Jan Brown Fort Lupton, CO fudge

in the commercial kitchen, hand sinks, portable Janet Folden Boulder, CO

stainless steel food preparation table, 3 drawer Three sets of curtains, napkins, and

electric warming oven favors. Chocolate dipped strawberries -

Ken Theisen Aug/Oct teas

Experience History coming to Life

South Platte Valley Historical Society
P. O. Box 633
Fort Lupton, CO 80621

Address Service Requested
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WWW.SPVHS.ORG




